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METAL
DECKING

NOILVIOOSSY

The majority of work involving the installation of Metal Decking and shear studs involves noise
levels above the legal limit and requires the use of ear protection. By law, an employer must assess
and identify measures to eliminate or reduce risks from exposure to noise so that the hearing of
employees can be protected. Where the risks are low, the actions required may be simple and
inexpensive, but where the risks are high, they need to be managed using a prioritised noise-control
action plan.

The Health Effects of Noise at Work

Noise at work can cause hearing loss that can be temporary or permanent. People often
experience temporary deafness after leaving a noisy place, and although hearing recovers within a
few hours, this should not be ignored as it is a sign that permanent damage could be caused if
exposure to noise continues.

Permanent hearing damage can be caused immediately by sudden, extremely loud, explosive
noises but is usually gradual due to prolonged exposure to noise.

The Use of Hearing Protection

It is necessary for the noise level to the ear to be below 80dB(A). When it is identified that hearing
protection is required to meet this level, it should be ensured that the users are provided with
information and training and that that the PPE is actually being used. Health surveillance should be
put in place to ensure that the hearing protection being used is still adequate and that permanent
damage to hearing is not being caused.

Typical Noise Levels
The table below gives typical dB levels for different work activities depending on how close the
operative is to the activity. Those applications highlighted will require hearing protection.

Equipment / Activity dB at distance of:

Close range 3m 6m 10m
Lorry 74 67 64 60
Stud Welding Plant 96 90 77 67
Reversing Alarm on Lorry 77 74 70 64
Moving Deck 87 80 75 70
Petrol Driven Disc Cutter 91 87 80 77
Battery Powered Tek Gun 86 78 71 66
Stud Welding Gun 74 70
Gas Nail Gun 103 91 76 69
General Site Noise 66 59
Cutting Deck 107 103 91 79
Cutting Edge Trim 103 98 90 71
Petrol Blower 91 86 78

Due to the work being carried out by Metal Decking and Stud Welding operatives, the UKMDA
recommend ear defenders are worn at all times
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